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In 2010, we carefully assessed Missouri’s legal land-

scape and saw that, despite the Missouri Constitution’s 

powerfully-worded protections for individual liberty, our 

courts had mostly abandoned significant protections for 

property rights, economic liberty, and free speech. 

Missouri clearly needed a law firm for liberty, whose 

first priority would be fighting in the 

courts of law to make sure these 

rights are respected and protected, 

but also working in the court of pub-

lic opinion to teach citizens and elect-

ed officials about the value and im-

portance of these constitutional guar-

antees. 

We founded the Freedom Center 

of Missouri to put a human face on 

the injustices caused when the gov-

ernment disregards citizens’ free-

doms.  Unconstitutional laws have 

real-world consequences, and we 

knew that the power of our clients’ 

stories would be the key to winning 

battles. We are the only Missouri-

focused, freedom-minded organi-

zation working full-time to over-

turn those unconstitutional laws 

in court. 

In the past seven years, our thor-

ough, principled, non-partisan de-

fense of individual liberty and consti-

tutionally-limited government has 

made waves in Missouri, winning re-

spect among journalists and citizens 

across the political spectrum and 

shifting the judicial conversation 

about the constitutional principles 

we advocate.  We have fearlessly faced 

down many of our state’s most powerful 

officials, including the Governor, Attor-

ney General, Secretary of State, and 

the heads of many of the state’s largest 

law enforcement and administrative 

agencies, all in order to hold elected of-

ficials and their appointees—regardless 

of political party—accountable when 

they overstep constitutional bounda-

ries.  

This booklet describes the Freedom 

Center’s goals, the steps we have al-

ready taken to accomplish those goals, 

and how you can help us promote the 

cause of individual liberty into the fu-

ture. We proudly stand as Missourians’ 

first line of defense against government 

run amok, and we invite you to join our 

cause by providing, to the extent you 

can, the resources we need to expand 

our staff and supercharge our efforts. 

 Jenifer Zeigler Roland 

 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

 

 Dave Roland 

 DIRECTOR OF LITIGATION 
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Property Rights 
We have highlighted the im-

portance of this constitutional free-

dom when government officials 

threatened Girl Scouts for selling 

cookies in their own driveway; a 

young father growing healthy, organic 

vegetables for his family; and an el-

derly couple with grass allergies who 

were ordered to tear out their flower 

garden and devote half of their prop-

erty to growing turf grass. We also  

The Freedom Center believes that 

one of the most fundamental of all 

constitutional rights is the freedom to 

use your private property in lawful, 

harmless ways of your own choosing. 

Missouri courts once vigorously pro-

tected private property rights, but 

have since allowed our state to devel-

op one of the nation’s worst records 

for eminent domain abuse and other 

property rights violations. 

FREEDOM CENTER CLIENT KARL TRICAMO 
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sued the governor, attorney general, 

and superintendent of the Highway 

Patrol over a state statute that al-

lows certain law enforcement officers 

to pull over and inspect almost any 

vehicle, at any time, and at any place 

along Missouri’s highways and inter-

states—even if there is no reason to 

suspect that the vehicle or diver are 

violating any law. 

Our property rights cases have at-

tracted the attention of the New York  

Times, Huffington Post, Fox News, 

MSNBC, and other national media out-

lets. A Google map we created showing 

as many examples as we could find of 

government officials shutting down kid-

run concession stands has received 

more than 70,000 views; it still gets cit-

ed by media outlets whenever a new 

situation occurs. The Freedom Center 

is the only organization in Missouri 

that doesn’t just talk about property 

rights—we fight for them. Every day. 
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Throughout most of 

American history it has al-

most been taken for granted 

that citizens have a consti-

tutionally-protected right to 

earn a living by applying 

their skills in a useful busi-

ness that presents no signif-

icant threat to the public 

health, safety, or welfare. 

Unfortunately, both courts 

and legislative bodies have 

lost sight of this fundamen-

tal right, allowing the crea-

tion of laws that prohibit or-

dinary citizens from earning 

a living unless they first get 

permission from govern-

ment agencies that, in many 

cases, are run by the very 

people who would be the 

newcomers’ business compe-

tition. 

What is now Article I, 

Section 2 of the Missouri 

Constitution was first 

adopted after the Civil War, 

when freed slaves and Con-

federate sympathizers alike 

found themselves banned 

from certain professions or 

from accepting money for 

work they had performed. 

Missourians specifically de-

signed this provision to en- 

Economic Liberty 
sure that governments could 

not prohibit citizens from be-

ing paid for doing otherwise-

lawful work, guaranteeing 

citizens’ right to enjoy “the 

gains of their own industry.”  

The Freedom Center is at 

the forefront of making sure 

that this right is understood 

and respected. We have 

fought on behalf of entrepre-

neurs running a website help-

ing people find apartments, 

animal husbandry workers, 

and African-style hairbraid-

ers. Although a majority of 

the Missouri Supreme Court 

judges ruled against us in our 

case on behalf of the apart-

ment-hunting website, our 

principled, well-researched 

position inspired a powerful 

dissent highlighting the “un-

American” notion that “state-

created cartels” may exclude 

would-be competitors from 

earning a living by providing 

harmless, otherwise-lawful 

services. In recent years other 

states’ courts have rediscov-

ered respect for economic lib-

erty, and we believe we are on 

the right path to accomplish 

the same kind of success here 

in Missouri. 
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Free Speech 
vertising their business, putting up po-

litical signs, distributing flyers critical 

of a governmental agency or policy, or 

even merely discussing their concerns 

with elected officials.  

We are fighting a cutting-edge free 

speech case on behalf of Ron Calzone, 

an unpaid citizen activist threatened 

with fines and criminal penalties if he 

does not register with the government 

before sharing policy ideas with state 

legislators and report to the govern-

ment his conversations with lawmak-

ers. A win in this case would resonate 

throughout this state—and beyond. 

 

The Missouri Constitution forbids 

government officials impair the free-

dom of speech “no matter by what 

means communicated,” guaranteeing 

“that every person shall be free to 

say, write or publish, or otherwise 

communicate whatever he will on any 

subject, being responsible for all 

abuses of that liberty.” The Missouri 

Supreme Court once noted that this 

“language could not be broader, nor 

prohibition nor protection more am-

ply comprehensive.” Nevertheless, 

government entities in this state fre-

quently try to prevent people from ad- 

 

FREEDOM CENTER CLIENT BRUCE FRANKS, JR., AND SUPPORTERS 
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Political Participation 
Our constitutional system relies 

upon the idea that the people are free 

to choose who will craft and adminis-

ter the laws under which they will 

live. Yet an astonishing array of laws 

and powerful people try to rig our po-

litical system and prevent the people 

from having a fair opportunity to vote 

for their chosen representatives.  

The Freedom Center has estab-

lished itself as the state’s foremost, 

fiercely non-partisan defender of citi-

zens’ rights to participate in the polit-

ical process, fighting on behalf of can-

didates and voters of all political per-

spectives. Our victories have over- 

turned a law banning minor parties 

and independent candidates from the 

ballot; stopped the Secretary of State 

from unilaterally removing a candi-

date from the ballot; and barred influ-

ential politicians from using the redis-

tricting process to avoid challenges 

from potential opponents. Our director 

of litigation also exposed election fraud 

in St. Louis City, garnered outstand-

ing media coverage and persuaded 

judges not only to throw out a tainted 

election, but also to emphasize that 

preventing fraud is necessary to pro-

tect voters’ rights. No organization in 

the state is doing more in this area. 

FREEDOM CENTER CLIENT NATALIE VOWELL AND SUPPORTERS 
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The Missouri Constitution estab-

lishes a government under which 

the people themselves are supposed 

to be the supreme authority. But in 

order to properly exercise that au-

thority, the people must be equipped 

to investigate and supervise the offi-

cials who have been entrusted with 

power over them. Decades ago Mis-

sourians adopted the Sunshine Law, 

which gives citizens the right to at-

tend and record most meetings of 

public governmental bodies and also 

the right to review most records re-

tained by public governmental bod-

ies. This law was designed to be a 

powerful tool for enabling citizens to 

keep government officials transpar-

ent and accountable to the people. 

 The problem is that although the 

Sunshine Law has been in place for 

a long time, a huge number of gov-

ernment officials simply ignore or 

pretend to be unaware of the law’s 

requirements. Thus, some citizens 

who attempt to attend public meet-

ings or review public documents find 

themselves stonewalled by officials 

who fiercely oppose citizens’ efforts  

Government Transparency 
to inform themselves about the offi-

cials’ actions. The Freedom Center of 

Missouri is battling to ensure that citi-

zens have full use of the tools they 

have created to keep their government 

transparent and accountable to the 

governed. 

The Freedom Center is currently 

pursuing a strategic campaign of five 

cases targeted at a set of law enforce-

ment agencies that have attempted to 

give themselves a “get out of transpar-

ency free” card. As of July 2017, we are 

three-for-three in winning trial court 

judgments that these agencies are in-

deed subject to the Sunshine Law. 

More victories lie ahead. 

This is also an area where we are 

demonstrating the importance of build-

ing unconventional alliances. Although 

we disagree with the ACLU of Mis-

souri in certain areas, we have joined 

forces with them in two of our trans-

parency cases. When judges, lawmak-

ers, and media members see coopera-

tion between such different groups, it 

reinforces both the importance and the 

justice of our shared position. 
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“For an experienced lawyer plus a less experienced law-

yer or a paralegal, along with a regular supply of law 

clerks, a litigation center with four ongoing cases 

should cost between $300,000 and $500,000 annually[.]”  

— Clint Bolick, “The First Line of Defense: A Blueprint for State Constitutional 

 Litigation to Expand Freedom” (2007) 

The Freedom Center of Missouri 

was founded by two attorneys trained 

in the national headquarters for the 

Institute for Justice, one of the nation’s 

premier public interest law firms. In 

seven years of operating, the Freedom 

Center has taken on more than twen-

ty high-profile cases, testified on doz-

ens of legislative proposals, garnered 

extremely positive media coverage in 

the largest media outlets in the state, 

and encouraged grassroots organiza-

tions all over Missouri. Along the way, 

we have scored several important, 

precedent-setting victories limiting the 

authority of government officials and 

ensuring that citizens may freely exer-

cise their constitutional rights. 

No other Missouri-focused organiza-

tion is engaging in public interest liti-

gation dedicated to the advancement of 

property rights, economic liberty, reli-

gious liberty, free expression, and lim-

ited government. No other Missouri-

focused organization has our ability to 

personalize, humanize, and dramatize 

the way that overbearing government 

regulations can crush ordinary citizens 

who are simply doing their best to live  

their version of the American Dream. 

And, importantly, no other Missouri 

organization is as equipped as we are 

to take the message of individual liber-

ty before liberal audiences, such as 

Democrat-leaning community groups, 

the alt-weekly newspapers in St. Louis 

and Kansas City, and talk shows on 

public radio. We have developed 

strong, respectful relationships not on-

ly with journalists, but also with prom-

inent Democrats and leaders in the 

state’s African-American community. 

These relationships give us a unique 

opportunity to share the virtues of lib-

erty and limited government in ways 

and in places that are simply not 

available to many politicians and or-

ganizations that share our ideological 

perspective.  

The time has now come to press our 

advantage. 

As this prospective budget shows, 

your financial support will allow the 

Freedom Center to bring on additional 

staff who will help us serve as evange-

lists for liberty here in Missouri and 

on the national stage. Invest in us—

invest in freedom! 
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“The Freedom Center is an invaluable resource when it 

comes to educating members of  the legislature on con-

stitutionally-protected rights like economic liberty”  

— State Rep. Steve Helms 

“The United States Constitution is the most important 

legal document in the history of  the world and surpris-

ingly few institutions are devoted to its protection. The 

Freedom Center is one of  them. The Rolands and their 

allies fight the good fight on a non-partisan basis to 

keep and honor constitutional government in this 

country.” — Crosby Kemper III 
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“With Dave Roland, I didn’t just have an attorney, I 

had a superhero.” — State Rep. Bruce Franks, Jr. 

“This is a group that does not just talk about property 

rights, free speech, and transparent, accountable gov-

ernment; the Freedom Center of  Missouri is the only 

organization in the state out there fighting every day 

in the courts to advance those principles.”  

— State Rep. Shamed Dogan 
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FREEDOM CENTER OF MISSOURI 

P.O. BOX 693 

MEXICO, MISSOURI 65265 
 

(573) 567-0307 (PHONE) 

(573) 562-6122 (FAX) 

 

INFO@MOFREEDOM.ORG 

WWW.MOFREEDOM.ORG/DONATE 
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